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ALEXANDER, EMPEROR OF ALL THE RUSSIAS, 
AND PRINCE ALEXANDER GALITZIN. 


FEW characters, if any, of the present day, are gazed at 
with a more sincere or more delighted admiration, than the Empe- 
tor of Russia, and his excellent friend and minister prince Alexau- 
der Galitzin. Few, if any, appear now on the theatre of the world, 
io whom a more interesting part appears to be assigned in those 
scenes, which are so obviously prelusive of the millenia! glory on 
earth! The following short account of the commencement of the 
serious and religious impressions and their effects, on the minds of 
these distinguished personages, will not, therefore, be unacceptable 
to the readers of the Luminary; nor can the Publishing Commit- 
tee deny themselves the pleasure of acknowledging their obli:za- 
tion to the politeness of a réspectable member of the society of 
Friends, a citizen of Philadelphia, tor this interesting narrative. 

‘For many years great friendship had existed between the 
Emperor of Russia, and prince Galitzin. I is said they were ur- 
believers. Beyond a doubt they were both opposed to the influeuce 
of vital religion, as appears by the fellowing relation. 

* 'The office of ** Minister of Religion’? havizg become vacaut, 
the Emperor was inclined to dispose of it to a person whom he es- 
teemed; but, understanding he was attached to the Bible, altered 
his intention, ahd with some diftieulty prevailed upon prince Galit- 
ain to accept the place. ‘The prince. early felt himself in a very 
awkward predicament, not knowing how to execute, with any pro- 
priety, the trust imposed on-him. He was, therefore, under the ne. 
cessity of sending for the bishop of the diocese, to ask his advice 
how to proceed in this arduous, and (6 him novel undertaking. The 
bishop referred him to a certain book, in which he assured him, 
might be found every necessary instruction, and which he entreated 
him to study; repeating the assurance, that if he did so, faithfully, 
he Would experience'no difficulty in rightly proceeding in his new 
‘iiuation. This book was the Bible. ‘T'o ibis hig mind was oppe 
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162 Emperor Alexander. 





sed, and he objected against it to the bishop; but in a short time se. 
eretly obtained a Bible, and read it with much attention, The 
more he read, the more he was impressed with the importance of 
the subjeet—his understanding became enlightened, and a conyic. 
tion fastened or his judgment, of the truth and excellence of the 
sacred scriptures. 

“ This was but a short period previous to the entrance Of the 
French army into Russia. When information of that event reach. 
ed St. Petersburg, the Russian court were in great alarm; every 
one seemed to carry terror in his countenance. ‘The prince alone 
appeared calm and serene. This circumstance caused universal 
surprise, known, as it was, that the sincerest attachment existed 
between the Emperor and himself. ‘The former had observed it, 
and could hardly suppose it possible any one sheuld be thus tranquil 
under circumstances which seemed to threaten ruin to the Russian 
empire. Yet he could not believe his friend a traitor, or that he 
was insensible to the pressing difficulties of the occasivn. 

‘*¢ The Emperor one day called on the prince, and asked him, how 
it was, “ that he should be so composed; while every one else 
tvas in dismay ?” to which he replied, that he had of late read the 
scriptures, and they had fortified his mind against every danger— 
giving him a firm trust in the Divine help and protection. The 
Bible lying on the table, he urged his majesty’s perusal of it, be- 
lieving it would have the same calming influence on his mind, as 
he had been favored to experience; at which the Emperor was dis 
pleased, avd with violence pushed the Bible trom him on the floor. 
it lay open on the ground, the prince took it up, and entreated 
his majesty to let him read the part which was 4hen open, to which 
he agreed. It was the ninete-first Psalm. ‘he Emperor wai 
much struck with its appropriate and consoling language. 

** When the Russian army was about departing from St. Peters 
burg to meet Napoleon, the sovereign avd his officers went to 
ehureh, as is the usual custom previous to an army’s going on all 
expedition. The Emperor was greatly astonished when that part 
of the service of the Greek Church was read, which was a por 
tion of the scriptures, that it should prove to be the 91st Psalm. He 
apprehended that prince Galitzin, who was with him, had desired 
this; but, on questioning him upon the subject, he declared he had 
not seen the person who had read the service, nor had he directly, 
or ‘indirectly had any communication with him since the conver 
sation they bad had about the scriptures. : 

“ This circumstance made a strong impression op the mind 
of his majesty, and a reverence of the Bible began to impress It 
self on his feelings. While in the camp afterwards with his army; 
he sent for a chaplain of one of the regiments to read to him.— 
His surprise was now very great; for the portion of scripture selec 
ted was the ninety-first Psalm. He inquired of the chaplain who 
told him to read that particular Psalm? to which he replied, “ Gort 
for on being told on what account the Emperor had sent for hint 
he bad earnestly prayed that the Almighty would instruet him # 
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what*part of the scriptures he should read, in order for the religious 
improvement of his august sovereign; and that it was from a Divine 
impule he had read what he had. ‘The Emperor now became more 
and more delighted with the Bible, and his subsequent conduct has 
amply attested the happy influence of these religious impressions 
on his mind,” 

It is quite remarkable that Beza, an eminent character of the 
Reformation, and author of a Latin translation of the New ‘T'esta- 
ment, was, while young, and providentially in the church of Char- 
enton, much impressed by an exposition of the nineTY-FIRST 
PsaLtm. He was enabled to believe that the Lord would fulfil to 
bim all the promises of it; at death he declared, that he had found 
it so indeed. | 


————— 


It is stated on authority not to be questioned, that the Sister of 
Alexander has become the happy subject of experimental piety and 
ihe gracious operations of the Holy Spirit. In addition to the fore- 
going detail of Providential circumstances, which, by the blessing 
of God, have induced one of the most powerful of earthly monarchs 
to become oue of the most active, as he is one of the most illustri- 
ous, and able patrons of the Bible, it would be particularly gratily- 
ing, to insert at large, could the limits of this work allow of it, the 
distingushing exercises of the mind of his Sister, connected with 
berbecoming acquainted with “ the truth as itis in Jesus,” and pos- 
sessed of that “ faith’ which “is the substance of things hoped for, 
and the evidence of things not seen.”” May her life be as splendid 
by religious attainment, as elevated by rank, and, like lady Hun- 
tington, lady Erskine, and other excellent females, may she be the 
angel of mercy, ‘of peace,‘and sal vation to many. { Luminary. 


} — 


UKASE, 
Addressed to the Legislative Synod at Moscow, bz 
Alexander, Emperor of Russia, | 
Dated from Moscow, October 27, 1817. 


“* During’ my late travels through the Provinces, I was obliged, 
to my no small regret, to listen to speeches pronounced by certain 
of the clergy in different parts,which contained unbecoming praises 
of me;jpraises which can be ascribed only unto God. And as I am 
convinced in the depth of my heart of the Christain truth, thai 
every blessing floweth unto us through our Lord and Saviour Je- 
sus Christ alone, and that every man, be he whom he may, with- 
out Christ, is full only of evil; therefore, to ascribe unto me the 
glory of deeds, in which the hand of God hath been so evidently 
manifested befora the whole world, is to give unto man that glory 
which belongeth to Almighty God alone. 
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“TI account it my duty, therefore, to forbid all such unbecoming 
expressions of praise, and recommend to the Holy Synod, tg 
give instructions to all the diocesan Bishops, that they themselves, 
and the clergy under them, may, on similar oceasions, in future, 
refrain from all such expressions of praise, so disagreeable to my 
ears; and that they may render unto the Lord of Hosts alone, 
inanksgivings for the blessings bestowed upon us, and pray for the 
out-pouring of His grace upon all of us; conforming themselves in 
this matter.to the words of Sacred Writ, which requires us to ren-. 
der to the King Eternal, Immortal, Invisible, the only wise God, 


frouour and glory for ever and ever. 
5 Sod Me ALEXANDER.” 
a i ER 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


From Mr. Judson to the Corresponding Secretary. 


Rancoon, March 7th, 1818. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, if Be 
Since the beginning of this year we have printed two tracts, 
the oue, a view of the Christian religion—7 pages, 1000 copies— 
the other a catechism of 6 pages, 12mo.—3000 copies. After 
which, finding that we had paper sufficient for an edition of 800 of 
Matthew, we concluded to undertake this one gospel, by way of tri- 
al, and as introductory to a larger edition of the whole New-Tes- 
tament. I am now translating the 11th chapter, and in the prin- 
ting-roem, the 3d half sheet is setting-up. Having premised thus 
much concerning the present posture of our affairs, I proceed to 
méntion the eircumstance which induced mé to take up ‘my pen at 
this time. I have this day been visited by the first inquirer after 
religion, that } have ever seen in Burmah. For, although in the 
eourse of the last two years, I have preached the gospel to many, 
snd though some have visited me several times, and conversed 
on the subject of religion, yet I bave never had much reason je 
believe that their visits originated in a spirit of sincere inquiry. 
Conversations on religion have always been of my proposing, and 
though I have sometimes been encouraged to hope, that truth had 
made some impressions, never, till to-day, had I met with one who 
was fairly entitled to the epithet of Ingutrer. 7 
As } was sitting with my teacher, as usual, a Burman ef respectable 
appearance, and followed by a servant came up the sieps and sat 
down by me. I asked him the usual question, Where he came from! 
to which he gave no explicit reply; and I began fo siispect he had 
come from the government-house, to enforce a trifling request,which 
in {he morning we had declined. ‘ He soon, however, updeceived 
and astonished me, by asking, “ How long time will it take me to 
jearn the religion of Jesus?” I replied, that such a question could 
not be answered. If God gave light and wisdom, the religion ol 
Jesus was soon learnt, but without God, a man might study all hys 
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fife long, and make no proficiency. But how, continued I, came 
you to know any thing of Jesus? Have you been here before ? 
« No.” Have you seen apy writing concerning Jesus? “I have 
seen two little books.”” Whois Jesus? ‘“ He is the son of God, 
who, pitying creatures, came into this world aad suffered death in 
their stead.”” Whois God? “ He is a being, without beginning 
or end. who is not subject to old age and death, but always is.’’ 
J cannot tell how I felt at this moment. This was the first acknowl- 
edgment of an etergal God, that L had ever heard from the lips of a 
Burman. 1 handed him a tract and catechism, both which he in- 
stantly recognized, and read here aud there, making oceasional re- 
marks to his follower, sueh, as “ This is the trae God—this is the 
right way,” &c. i now tried to tell him some things about God 
and Christ aod himself; but he did not listen with much attention, 
and seemed anxious only to get another book. I had already told 
him two or three times that I had finished no other book; but that 
in two er three months, I would give him a larger one, which I was 
now daily employed in translating. ‘“ But,” replied he, ‘ have you 
not a little of that book done, which you will graciously give me 
now?” And I, beginning to think that God’s time is better than man’s, 
folded and gave him the two first half sheets, which contain the five 
first chapters of Matthew; on which he instantly rose, as if his busi- 
ness was all done, and haviug received an invitation to come again, 
took leave. 

Throughout his short stay, he appeared different from any Bur- 
mans I have yet met with. He asked no questions about customs 
and manners, with which the Burmans teaze us exceedingly. He 
had no curiosity, and no desire for any thing. but “ more or Tare 
SORT OF WRITING.” In fine, his conduct proved that he had some- 
thing on his mind, and I cannot but hope, that I shall have to write 
about him again. 

March 24th. We have not yet seen our inquirer; but to-day 
met with one of his acquaintance, who says, that he reads our books 
all the day, and shows them to all that call upon him. We told 
him to ask his friend to come and see us again. | 

March 26th. An opportunity occurs of sending to Bengal. FE 
am sorry that I cannot send home more interesting letters. But I 
am not yet in the way of colleeting interesting matter. I have 
found, that I could not preach publicly to any advantage, without 
being able, at the same time, to put something into the hands of the 
hearers. And in order to qualify myself to do this, I have found it 
absolutely necessary to keep at home, and confine myself to elose 
study for three or four years. I hope, however, after Matthew is 
finished, to make a more public entrance on my work, than has yet 
been done. But many difficullies lie in the way. Our present 
house is situated in the woods, away from any neighbors, and at a 
distance from any road! In this situation, we have no visiters, and 


vio passing travellers, whom we could invite to stop and hear of 
Christ. My attempts to go-out and find auditors, have always oc- 
gasioned such a waste of time, and interruption of study, as would 
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not often be indulged in or justified. We are very desirous of build. 
ing a small house near town, on some public road, but do not ven- 
ture to incur the expense. We wish further instructions, and further 
explanations of the views and intentions of the Board. The ap- 
proaching triennial Convention, also, we contémplate with the 
deepest interest. May God give abundant wisdom, and zeal, and 
holy spirit! 

Permit me to close with a word in behalf of Eastern missions, 
Great Britain and the United States appear to be the only coun- | 
fries which can, at present, take a very active part in missionary 
eoncerns. The British are fully occupied with India, Africa, and 
the South Sea Islands. East of the British possessions in India, 
ure Burmah, Siam, several other Indo-Chinese nations, the great 
empire of China, Japan, thence north indefinitely, and southward, 
the numerous Malayan isles. With all these countries the British 
are no more connected than the Americans. The British are un- 
der no greater obligations to evangelize them, than the Americans. 
‘They are no nearer the English, in point of transportation, than the 
Americans. And furthermore, throughout ail these countries, the 
British are suspected and feared; but not the Americans. 

The idea that the Western continent belongs to the Americans, 
and the Eastern continent to the British, however plausible at first 
sight, cannot bear a moment’s examivation, I apprehend, that 
all the north western Indians, and the inhabitants of those parts of 
South America which are accessible, will scarcely outnumber the 
inhabitants of this single empire of Burmah. And on what princi- 
ple can the Americans, who are perhaps balf as numerous as the 
British, be let off with one twentieth or one thirtieth part of the 
work? But when we apply the case to the baptists, it is still more 
decisive. There are about 500 baptist churches in Great Britain, 
which average one hundred members each. There are 2000 in 
America, which average about the same. Behold Ireland also, al- 
most as destitute as South America. And suppose the British should 
say—This is the proper province of our missionary exertions. Let 
us leave Asia and Africa to the Americans, and “ not send our 
young men to the antipodes !” : 


Yours, respectfully, 
A. JUDSON. 


Rev. Dr. Sraveunron, Cor. Sec. &c. &e, 


From Mr. Judson to the Corresponding Secretary. 


Rancoon, June 18, 1818. 
REY. AND DEAR §IR, 

‘The translation of Matthew was finished the 20th of Jast month, 
aud the printing soon after. The books are now ready for distribu- 
tion. - The tracts, which are already in circulation, have begun to 
excite considerable inquiry. 1 generally go out every morning, 
and distribute a few, 2s opportunities offer, and sometimes say a few 
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words to those I meet. In several instances, those who have 
received tracts, have come to inquire further, and there area 
few who have visited us several times, professing a desire to be- 
come acquainted with the religion of Yeceshoo-Creet. The man 
whom I mentioned in my last, as having given much encourage- 
ment during a single interview, lives, 1 find, at a considereble dis- 
tance from Rangoon, and was here on a visit merely. On Sunday 
afew come together, mostly people who live in the yard, with 
whom | converse on religion. Mrs. J. does the same with a little 
company of women. Our lonely situation in the woods, at a dis- 
tance from the town and any public road, together with the rainy 
season, Which has just commenced with violence, prevents much 
intercourse wiih the natives. If our pecuniary supplies permitied, 
we should procure a more advantageous situation. In present 
circumstances, having neither money for this purpose, ‘nor money 
to purchase paper and types, and other means of carrying on the 
printing of the New Testament, 1 have conchided, at the request 
of brother Hough, to devote the ensuing six months to revising 
and putting in order the materials of a Burman Dictionary, whici 
I have been loifz collecting. ‘To this I am urged by the conside- 
ration of the present illegible and confused state of the manu- 
scripts, which would render them useless to any other person: 
whereas, if revised and carried forward to that state of improve- 
ment, which the fabor of six months will accomplish, they will, f 
calculate, occasion a saving of at least one vear to every mission- 
ary, who shall hereatter undertake the language. At the expira- 
tion ot this time, we lope to receive such suppiies of men and me-~ 
ney, as will enable us to go forward in our work. 


The brethren at Serampore stand ready to comply with all our 
wishes, and to forward us all that we require ; but we hesifate at 
sending them orders to a large amount, when the remittanees 
from America in our favor, are not sufficient to meet the bills which 
we are obliged to draw on them for bare subsistence. ‘hey have 
given us advice of having received one thousand doliars in our 
favour, granted June, 1816. You will be able, however, to obtain 
2 more correct idea of the probable expense of this mission, from 
our joint communication, made soon after brother Hongh's arrival, 
a copy of which we transmitted to Serampore, and received in 
reply a letter, from which I extract the tollowing, viz. 


“ Very dear Brethren, 

“ We have been highly pleased on reading your late commu- 
nications. The specimens of your printing, your family ru'es, 
your prospect of putting the New Testament to press, Ke. all gave 
us great joy; and we were quite pleased fo see a translation [rather 
a Burman catechism] from the pen of our beloved sister Judson. 
The Lord spare you long; bless you greatly; and make you a holy 
and most blessed family. Ia ali these matters, very dear breth- 
ten, we are wholly with you; aad, to the uimost of our power, 


























168 | Letter from Mrs. Judson, 


Will strengthen your hands. May we all be strong in faith: ther 
tve need not fear man, nor distrust God. 
We are indeed mgt 
W. Carey, J. Maksuman, W. Warp.” 


{After communicating in detail, with too much length and par. 
ticularity to be copied at large, an account of difficulties which it 
had been their lot to encounter at Rangoon, and their severe dis- 
appointment at finding, upon a more Careful and accurate atten- 
tion, that the attempts at translation and at the preparation of a 
dictionary and grammar, by those before them im that station, wére 


too imperfect to be useful, Mr. Judson adds :} 


On perusing this letter, the members of fhe Board will, per- 
haps, be able to enter a little into the distresses and trials which 
myself and my wile, solitarily and silently sustained for two or 
three years. 1 do not wish to revive the recollection of scenes, 
which for days together deprived us of appetite and sleep. I hope 
that we were enabled to pass through them in a meek and Chris- 
tian manner, and to bear what our heavenly Father was pleased to 
lay upon us, trusting in His wisdom and goodness, whose preroga- 
ative it ie to bring good out of evil, and light out of darkness. 

With our earnest prayer that the Holy Spirit may be granted, 
both to guide the counsels of the Board, and to make their mission- 
aries faithful and persevering. 

1 remain, 
Your missionary, 


| | A. JUDSON. 
Rev. Dr. Straventon, Cor. Sec. &c. &ce. 
Ee 
PXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MBS. JUDSON TO MRS. 5 R 





Raneoon, June 18, 1817. 





MY DEAR MRS. § 
AMID all our trials and privations it has been a source of thanks- 


giving and praise, that Providence has brought us to Burmah, and 
it is our constant and ardent prayer, that we may live and die 
among this people. 

It is unnecessary for me to write rid thing relative to the mis- 
zion, as Mr. Judson is writing to Dr. § —. I havea little 
meeting of females, to whom I read tracts, and some part of Mat- 
thew, and try to teach them how to pray to*the living God. ‘hey 
sometimes ask pertinent questions; and one of them, I hope, is se- 
riously feeling the need of a Saviour. 1 visited her yesterday, a3 
she was confined to ber house by sickness, and inquired particu- 
Jarly respecting the state of her mind, She told me she prayed 
every day to the true God, to give ber a new heart, and enable 
her to believe on his Son. We have so frequently had our hopes 
and expectations raised by similar cases, that we hardly dare prom- 
ise ourselves much from this. We doubt not God will, in his ow# 
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time, convert the Burmans, and. that he is now preparing the way 
for the promulgation of the gospel here. We see no ground for 
discouragement; but feel rather that the circumstance, that no 
Burman has yet been converted, should be a fresh stimulus to 
double our diligence; and a new excitement to our friends, at 
home, to be more in prayer for this great blessing. 

I frequently visit the viceroy’s wife. She has given orders, that 
1 shall be admitted into her private apartments, whenever I wish. 
I gave her a tract a few days ago, and she asked me to read some 
of it. I began to read to hera description of the character of 
God. She heard me through a few lines; took the book and laid 
it down, and said it was very good, and she would hear me some 
other time. I presume she has never looked at it since. It is ex- 
tremely difficult to hold a long conversation with her, as she is 
always engaged in business. O, that God would touch her heart, 
and make her a monument of his mercy! Very few of the females 
here know how to read; consequently, they think it a great acqui- 
sition in me to be able to read their language. 

I doubt not, my dear Mrs. 5 , you constantly pray for 
us, and long to hear of the conversion of the heathen around us. 

Our temporal wants are comfortably supplied, health is preserved 
to us, we are happy in our employment, and would not change situ- 
ation with any person in the world. 

When I reflect on the perishing state of the Burmans; when I 
see how much there is to be done, and how few to do it, con- 
science tells me, that all ,inferior gratifications must yield to the | . 
great work of the missioo. How happy should I be to receive a Ceo 
long letter from you! Do gratify, and comfort us a little in this tom 
way. We still love America, and feel a deep interest in every 
communication from our native land. Excuse my freedom, and ey 
permit me to subscribe myself, ; i 

Your unworthy sister in Christ, : ee 


NANCY JUDSON. 
















































—: ret i 
‘FROM MR: HOUGH TO THE BOARD.’ wer hd 
RancGoon, June 19, 1817: | he 
DEAR BRETHREN, sf i 
My mind being now relieved of an anxiety of several months’ +H 
continuance, and my hands of a laborious duty in the printing office, F 


1 feel myself constrained to communicate to you the manner of my 
entering upon the work for whieh 1 was sent to this place, and the 
reasons which induced me to proceed as I have. 

Soon after my arrival in Bengal, a letter was received by Dr. 
Carey from brother Judson, mentioning his having written a tract, 
*ad inquiring whether or not it could be printed at Serampore. The 
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receipt of this letter so soon after my arrival, was such a coinet- 
dence as could not be viewed in any other light, than indicative of 
what I ought, in duty, to do. This, in the opinion of the brethren 
at Serantpore, in which £ could not but cheerfully concur, was, that 
I should take a printing press and types with me to Rangoon, and 
accomplish in the field of our mission, what otherwise must be done 
out of it, viz. printing the scriptures, religious tracts, &c. Their 
benevolent and pious aid was exhibited in the valuable donation of 
an apparatus for commencing the printing business. At that time. 
ft understood that the press taken to Ava by Mr. F. Carey had not 
been put in motion, and on my arrival at Rangoon, the fact was 
amply corroborated, that it bad not been in use, either for mis- 
sionary or other purposes. 

When arrived here, after adjusting the temporal affairs of my 
family, I commenced the study of the language, with this limita- 
tion, to pursue a knowledge of it no further, at this time, than 
would be requisite for condueting merely the manual labor of print- 
ing. This could be done when the language could be read with a 
little degree of accuracy. 

In this the views of brother Judson and myself were one. It 
was thought that the time had fully come, when the Burmans gen- 
erally shoukl be made acquainted, not only that this mission really 
had an existence here, but also of ifs important design. Hitherto it 
had not been possible for brotherJudszon, a solitary missionaryamong 
surrounding thousands, to do more than strive after communication 
with the Burmans, by obtaining, through means at most scanty, 
and at brightest, obscure, such a knowledge of the language as 


, would qualify him to speak and write it intelligibly. We both felt it 


immovably impressed upon our minds, that, at least, as an intima- 
tion of the way of life, through a Saviour, could be made, at that 
time, to a people sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
such an latimation could not consistently be withheld. Add to this, 
notes Judson’s ardent cesire to appear more publiely in the work, 
znd be more gencrally known. In order for this he felt the need 
of something more than his voice; a tract or two, and a portion or 
two of the worp ef God, he thought, would strengthen him. With 
this he was not supplied. Whatever had before been written and 
translated in the Burman language, we had the ineonvenience of 
finding was unintelligible, whieh their authors bad left the field 
without experiencing. Besides, it was thought that a dictionary, 
materials for which had been colleeted from varieus sources by Mr. 
Judson, and which he purposed to arrange, when the translation 
of Matthew should be eompleted, would be of such utility to me, 
aud others, in acquiring the language, as to place me, at a year’s 
end, in as high a state of forwardness, as that which could be ob- 
tained without that facility, by applying myself without any inter- 
tupiion. Calculating this, together with the good whieb mighé 
result to the Durmaus, from the contemplated operations of the 
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press for afew months, we had no alternative but a decision upon 
those measures which we have, each of us, since pursued. ; 

After studying the language a few weeks, and making the neces- 
gary preparations, {| began work in the office, where I have contin- 
ued until a few days past. On the 25th of January | finished stri- 
king off the first tract, 1906@ copies. February 5th, finished a small 
catechism, 300-copies. June 3d, completed Matthew, containing 
104 pages, large 8vo. 500 copies, which is now nearly ready for 
distribution. Pray with us, dear brethren, that this precious little 
portion of the scriptures may make many Burmans “ wise unto eal- 
yation.” ‘This labor has been done by my own hands, excepting 
that in striking off a part of the sheets of the translation, we.em- 
ployed a Burman to use the balls, 

“ By the good hand of our God upon us,” having been enabled 
to accomplish our wishes thus far, 1 have again set down to the 
study of the language. 

W hea the priuting of the New Testament will again be resumed, 
we are unable to determine, casting a waiting and wishful eye at 
present, on your appropriations for means of conducting it, not hav- 
ing received the least intimation how far you intend to uphold us 
in the blessed work, of giving the scriptures to this poor, perishing 
people. Should you find appropriations for other purposes, to be : ie 
more practicable, and should duty seem to eall your attention an- mee Abe 
other way, still, while feeling ourselves your Servants for the Lord’s ; ee 
sake, and bound to you by the most endearing ties,we shall put our | Aa § 
trust is the treasures of Him, whose is the earth, and the fulness A 
ibereof. : P 

We have some hopes of three or four Burmans, that there is upon Pe 
their minds a slight influence of Divine radiance; but whether our ee 
hopes will be like an early cloud which vanisheth away, a higher | 4 
ascent of the orb of light must determine. 

Dear brethren, be mindful of us as we are of you, and pray for 
as that our labors be not in vain. 

Your servant for Christ’s sake, 


GEORGE H. BOUGH. 

























— 





— 
[FROM THE LUMINARY.} 


FROM MR. WHEELOCK, A SHORT TIME BEFORE SAILING. eee yh a 
Bosrox, October 18, 1817. Pod an EEE 

REV. AND VERY DEAR SIR, ae a ay OM, 
You have. probably head, that brother Colman and uiyself 
have been ordained as missionaries to the heathens. 0, sir! bow 
interesting was the scene! The solemnities of that day can never 
‘be forgotten, while memory retains her seat in my bosom! Our be- i 
joved tutor,-Mr. Chaplin, preached the sermon from Gal. ii. 9.— ‘ 
Our venerable Dr. Baldwin gave the charge, amd our dear Mr. 
Sharp, the right hand of fellowship. Yes, my cear sir! on the 
very self-same day in which, six years before, in the same house, 
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the first time I entered it, my mind was arrested by Divine truth, 
I was there again to be set apart to the sacred and glorious work 
of a missionary of the cross! QO, how shall I express my gratitude 
to our heavenly Father, for his great goodness and merey towards 
me! ‘* Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits !” 

We expect to sail in about six weeks. 

Accept, dear sir, my uofeigned thanks, for your fatherly advice 
to make the blessed bible, as much as possible, my own. 1 feel 


this to be of the first importance. The Greek, and Hebrew, and 


geography, will, 1 expect, occupy the principal part of my time 
beiore sailing. 
{ remain, dear sit, your unworthy, but affectionate, 
EDWARD W, WHEELOCK.” 


ne 


SAILING OF MORE MISSIONARIES FOR BURMAH. 


” Communications from our beloved brethren ia Boston, have an- 
nounced the sailing of Mr. Wheelock, and Mr. Colman, with their 
wives, for Calcutta, on their way to Rangoon. The morning on 
which the anchor was weighed, about 200 of the brethren and sis- 
ders assembled at the ship, Suitable lines were sung and a prayer 
presented by Dr. Baldwin, in which every bosom joined, for their 
eafety and usefulness. The breezes of heaven blew fresh and fair. 
4t is supposed that during the first 24 hours, they had made, at 
Jeast, 180 miles of their passage. ‘The parting was unusually ten- 
der. All seemed agitated and in tears, excepting the dear mission- 
aries themselves, in whom all other ideas appeared lost, excepting 
#uch as were connected with the honor of becoming missionaries 
of the cross, and the prospect of doing good to millions of degraded 
and perishing Burmans. 

Mrs. Colman observed to a sister present, that she would not 
exchange her situation with any. One circumstance, mentioned by 
brother Sharp, was of a nature peculiarly affecting. The father of 
Mr. Wheelock, just before the vessel moved, cried out “ my dear 
W iliard, let me see thy face once more!” Wheelock came to the 
side. His father saw him, and unable to sustain the sight, ran 
through the crowd, and hastened to bis habitation to commend his 
dear son, now offered on the sacrifice of faith, to the arms of a Fa- 
ther, who is present in every region. Mr. Colman uttered some 
expressions as the ship was moving, but they were not distinctly 
heard. About the same time Mr. Wheelock was understood to 
say, “If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her 
cunning. If i do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the 
soof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy—”’ 

Public preyer meetings the sabbath before the vessel sailed, were 
held in Boston, New York, and Philadelphia. At av early season 
xoother prayer meeting was held by our Boston friends, at which the 
brethren officiating enjoyed unusual enlargement, and the congre- 
ation, theugh the services were protracted until 10 in the evening, 
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grere unwilling to break up. Sacred consolations! how do they 


attend and recompense missionary endeavors? What a feast of 


sympathy and joy do they spread for every enlightened aad benev- 
elent mind! Scenes, such as these we describe, must interest the 


transports of cherubim, and command the gracious smiles of that 


Redeemer, whose name they are designed to honor’ 


** Soft airs and gentle heavings of the wave, 
Impel the * ship,” whose errand is to save, 

Let nothing adverse, nothing unforseen, 

Impede the bark that ploughs the deep serene, 
Charg’d with a freight transcending in its worth, 
The gems of India, nature’s rarest birth, 

That flies, like Gabriel, on his Lord’s commanda, 
A herald of God’s love to heathen lands.” 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


DOMESTIC MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT, CON: 
NECTED WITH THE BOARD. 
MISSION TO THE WESTWARD OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


Upon the service of this mission the brethren John M. Peck, 
and James E. Welch, having been solemnly set apart for it last 
May, have zealously entered. Communications from them, while 
journeying to the field of their labors, and since their arrival at St. 
Louis, have been received. A partieular account of the monies 
contributed, and put into their hands for missionary purposes, by 
the liberality of the churches and people, as they passed along, 
and the societies they assisted in forming to promote the same ob- 
ject, will be presented in the next annual Report of the Board. 

— { Luminary. 


From Mr. Welch to the Corresponding Secretary- 
Lexineton, Ky. October 9, 1817. 





BEV. AND DEAR SIR, 

AuLow me to present ta you, and through you to the Board, a 
short detail of the course pursued by me since my appointment as 
their missionary to the west. 

Pursuant to the instructions of the Board, I proceeded immedi- 
ately io prepare for my journey; left Philadelphia the 19th of June, 
and arrived the 27th, in Orange county, Virginia. Being detain- 
ed afew weeks in that quarter, an opportunity was offered of ma- 
king frequent collections; and the 15th day of July allowed me 
the happiness of aiding in the formation of the “ Union Society, 
‘uxiliary to the Beard,” whose annual subscription oa the day of 
i183 Constitution amounted to 235 dollars, besides donations, 
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Renewing Our journey en the 16th of July, taking, as I passed 
Along, a missionary collection in a presbyterian meetiug house, in 
Rockbridge county, it was with considerable diffcuity, owing to 
sickivess and inclement weather, that myself and companion reach- 
ed kentucky, in time for me te meet the Elkhorn Association the 
second Saturday and Sabbath in August. ‘The liberality of this 
respectable boily in faveur of the general object, together with the 


kind reception of friends, more than rewarded for every privation 


and suffering. 

The next Saturday and Sabbath I was at the South District 
Association in Mercer county, preached a missionary sermon, 
and received a collection; and the following Saturday and Sab- 
hath was at the Tate’s Creek Association, where I also preached 
on the sulijeet, and received a collection for the mission cause, 
Meantime, arrangements were made with several brethren of Mad. 
ison county, Kentucky, for the formation of a mission society iz 
that quarter. 

The frst Saturday and Sabbath in September, at the Bracken 
Association, Mason county, was witnessed a very happy display of 
liberal {éeling in behalf of the perishing heathen. Qn Thursday 
evening follewing, in Lancaster, Ohio, a missionary sermon was 
delivered and a collection taken; and on the second Sabbath in 
September, a like service was performed in the morning in the 
baptist church at Maysliek, and in the afternoon in Washington, 
at both of which places collections were taken in aid of the mis- 
sion funds. 

The 25th of September was formed the “ Madison Society of 
Kentucky, Aaxiliary,” &c. And on thefSaturday and Sabbath fol- 
lowing, a kind Providence conferred on me the favour of attending 
the Salem Association, Nelson county, Kentucky. With feelings 
not easily expressed I witnessed the zeal and liberality of this large 
and respectable Association. On Monday evening of the same 
week, a sermon was delivered in Bardstown, and a public collec- 
tion received, as also on Wednesday at Springfield. 

On Szxbbath, the 15th of October, we joyfuily weleomed the ar- 
rival of brother Peck and family. We spent the Sabbath with 
the baptist ehureh at David’s Fork, and received a collection. 

I should do violence to my feelings were I not to acknowledge 
in this short detail, the kindness of many individuals, while pursu- 
ing (ke great object of my appointment. And particularly the lib- 
erality of ect. James Johnzon, of Scott county, in franking the 
passage of Mrs Weich and myself, in his stage, from Kentucky 
to Lancaster, Ohio, and back to Kentucky again, a journey o! 4 
bout 250 miles. 

With sentiments of sincere regard to yourself, sir, and the Boaré 
af missions, 

I subscribe myself yours, in missionary labour, 


JAMES E, WELC H. 















































Extract of a Letter to one of the Editors, dated 


St. Louis, Missounr Terrivrory, Feb. 25, 1618 
DEAR BROTHER, 
AGREEABLE to my promise, whea I last parted with you, E 


proceed to inform you of my welfare, and also the general interest 


of religion in this quarter. 
Our journey here, was attended with no more «difficulties than 
we were led to expect. 

Our chief difficulties arose from the badness of the roads, eaused 
by the excesive rains; whieh feil in torrents almost every day, 
while we were passing through Offio and Kentucky. 

In Lexington, Kentacky, I met with brother and sister Welch, 
who had previously gone on from Philadelphia. In their company 
we pursued our journey, through Kentucky to Shawnee tewns, in 
the Lilinois Territory; where we arrived November 7th. 

Here we were obliged to separate, as the mud and high waters 
mate it impossible for tiny waggon and family, to pass through the 
wilderness of Illinois, which lay in our way to St. Lewis. 

A boat providentially passed dowa the Ohio, on its way to St. 
Louis. I obtaized a passage for myself and family, while brother 
Welch and his wife, in company with my brother in law, attempted 
to pass by land. After suffering hardships and privations, en- 
countering diffictliies and dangers of no small degree, they saiely 
arrived at St. Louis, about the 23d of November. 

We reached there by water, Dec. ist, at which time I was only 
just able to walk from the boat to a room, which brother Weic!r 
had provided for the accommodation of my family. In this lingering 
state | continued for near three months, from my first illness, with- 
out being able to do the least thing, either Missionary or domestic, 
aud myself and family a burden of expense to the mission. My 
disorder was not the effect of the climate, but came on in eense- 


quence of a severe cold, which 1 took, while coming up the Missis. 


sippi river; and from excessive fatigue, in going ashore one eve- 
ning, and walking a long distance, to obtain information of the state 
of things in this part of the 'ferritory. My sickness was of a sin» 
gular kind, Both my body and my mind were greatly prostrated. 
At times FP could not recoilect where I was, sometimes imagining 
myself in Philadelphia, or on the road thither. 

About the middle of January my disorder took a more favorable 
turn, and I began slowly to recover, but I have not, tilla few 
days past, been able to attend to business. 

‘hus you see, my dear brother, the commencement of my mis. 
tionary efforts has been in the furnace of affliction. 

It is a consoling reflection, and has been of singular service to 
myseli, during my sickness, that Gop is infinitely ‘able to manage 

the aflairs of his kingdom, without the aid of such a feeble worm of 
‘4 dust as myself} and that as I have professed to devote myself, 
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for life, exolasively to His work, Gop has a perfect right to do, ag 
he pleases with me, upon the priaciple of my own voluntary con- 
tract. Tho’ I have been rendered unable_to aid in missionary work, 
my colleague, brother Welch, has not been unemployed. Nor have 
the exertions made, been without seme success. For a few weeks 
after our arrival he preached in a school house owned by Rev. Mr, 
Giddings, a presbyterian missionary from Comnecticut, who wag 
then absent on a tour in the country back. 

January Ist, he opened a schoo!, and received twenty-five students, 
Soon after a meeting was established on Lord’s days, and Wednes- 
alay evenings, in our school room, which we had rented. This was 
in a different part of the town from Rev. Mr. Gidding’s meet- 
ing. At first only eight or ten hearers came, but soon our room 
was filled, and more than couid get seats; so that we might say, in 
the language of the Prophet, (Isa. xlix. 20.) “‘ the place is too 
strait, give place that we may dwell.” The congregation are at- 
tentive, solemn, and some are afiected under the word. Ouxe or two 
mstances of conversion have occurred, aud one or two more are 
now seriously impressed. On the whole, we are not discouraged, 
though iniquity greatly abounds. 

Finding a few brethren here, who belonged to different baptist 
churches through the United States, we proposed a meeting on Jau- 
vary 29th, collected them together, examined their letters and oth- 
er testimonials of good standing in sister churches, and agreed fo 
unite in church relation. 

At a subsequent meeting, a covenant and articles of faith were 
unanimously adopted, and on Lord’s-day, February 5ih, proceeded 
to constitute them into a church of the Lord Jesus. 

The following order was observed. 1 attempted to preach (the 
first time for three months) from 1 Cor. iii. 9. “ Ye are Gon’s build- 
ing.” Brother Welch read our covenant and articles of faith, cal- 
led upon the members to rise, in order to manifest their consent, 
made the consecrating prayer, and then in the name of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, pronounced them a gospel church. In token 
of this, I presented each member the right hand of fellowship; 
brother Welch gave the charge, and the solemn scene closed by 
“ showing forth the Lord’s death.” This was done before the 
congregatiov, and seemed to produce a solemn effect on theif 
minds. 

The week following, it was unanimously resolred, to issue 4 
subscription to erect a house of worship. ‘Though we were 4 
“ little one,’ there being only eleven members, two of whom are 
Africans, yet we thought the time had come to build a house for 
for Gop in ip St. Louis. No protestant meeting house has ever 
been erected here. The Roman catholics are raising money, te 
a vast amount, to build a splendid temple for their vain and super- 
stitious worship. A subscription was immediately prepared, and 
more than 2,500 dollars, subscribed in one week. Among thes 














we have some liberal subscribers from the French and other Cathe 
elics As labor and materials are very high in St. Louis, such a 
house as we need, will not cost less than five or six thousand dol- 
lars. 

Our sehool prospers, and the scholars learn well. I have now 
the charge of that branch of the work. ‘T'he second Sabbath in 
March I open a Sunday school for the Africans, both the slaves 
and the free. A good number have already agreed to attend. 
This will afford a convenient opportunity to teach them religion. 


Here is a vast and most important missionary field! Not only 
the town of St. Louis, containing about three thousand souls, buf 
the whole country for hundreds of miles north-west. and south, is 
interspersed with settlements of white people: some of whom have 
removed from the back states, where they formerly lived under the 
light of the gospel; others there are, as ignorant of God and the 
Saviour, as the natives of Burmah. In some of these settlements 
are a few professors, who are united in church fellowship. We 
have heard of fourteen baptist churches existing, and formed into 
two Associations, west of the Mississippi river. The Bethel Bap- 
tist Association lies from one hundred and forty, to two hundred 
miles to the south and southwest of St. Louis. The Missouri As- 
sociation lies along up the Missouri river, from fifteen to one bhua- 
dred and eighty miles. 


Though, at present, we are living in the village of St. Louis, 
yet it is not probable that this place will remain as the permanent 
seat of the mission. Perhaps, as soon as circumstances justify, we 
may fix our station in some of the villages, now rapidly settling up 
the Missouri. Almost every article of living is extravagantly dear 
in St. Louis, yet, under existing circumstances, we cannot think 
it our duty to leave this place immediately. We are as economical 
in our expenses as possible, yet our expenses must inevitably be 
something more than I anticipated. Let what will come, we hope 
never to harbor the thought of quitting the field. Painful would 
be the reflection, were I even to imagine, that I should one day 
forsake the work, upon which I have solemaly entered. 


Mrs. Peck was confined two weeks since, with a son. We 
think of naming him William Carey, after the famous missionary 
of India. Let me hear from you as often as you can, and send by 
mail eopies of the Magazine. Let me know all the news you 
have. Every scrap of intelligence will be interesting. 


In fraternal affection, yours, &e. 


- JOHN M. PECK. 
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Letter from Mr. Ranaldson: 


NEW-ORLEANS AND VICINITY. 


From Mr. Ranaldson to the Corresponding Secretary, 


; NatTcnHez, September 2, 1817. 
REV. AND DEAR BROTHER, 

In my letter to the Agent of the Board, the 28th of May, I sta- 
ted some of the difficulties and perils which lay before me, as well 
as the prospects opening around for more extensive usefulness. A 
Sunday school has since been established in the city of New-Or- 
leans, under the most encouraging circumstances. ‘l'here are now 
nearly a hundred children in the school, catholic and others, who 
are conducting with remarkable order. ‘T'his school has had the 
happiest effect on the minds of the children, and some of the par- 
ents. After being well organized, I left it under the fostering care 
of our amiable young brother Estes, my Lancasterian teacher, and 
proceeded to Natchez. On the 28th of June, we formed the “ Mis- 
sissippi Society for Baptist Missions, Foreign and Domestic.” ‘I'he 
society unanimously appointed me their agent, in which capacity I 
consented to act till I should receive communications from the 
Board. 

Before my return to New-Orileans, I had the opportunity of 
preaching four missionary sermons for the benefit of the society. 
The spirit of missions seemed to be kindled in every bosom! Eve- 
ry heart was disposed to contribute something towards the great 
work ! and the subscriptions were swelled to more than thirteen 
hundred dollars !! 

I returned to New-Orleans the last of July, to remove my suf- 
fering family. 1 there received your interesting letter of the 1ith 
of Juue; ioforming me of my appointment from the Board to labor 
in New-Orleans and its vicinity. ‘This appointment I accept with 
great pleasure and satisfaction, being unwilling to relinquish this 
important field of exertion. 

Finding it expedient and even necessary to take my family out 
of the city, I thought proper to retire to the next most important 
missionary ground, which is considered to he the parish of Felici- 
ana. This station is rendered hichly important from its local ad- 
vantages, iis proximity to New-Orleans, and its immense popula- 
tion of Americans, wholly destitute of the gospel! Schools and bi- 
bles are wanting in every part of Florida. Ignorance and vice 
prevail, and “ darkness ‘isible on ali sides round.”. Yet present 
indications in Divine Providence encourage the hope, that “ the 
Spirit of the Lord,” will ere long “ lift up a standard.” in Louisi- 
ana, where “ the enemy” has “ come in like a flood.” 

As long as I remained in New-QOrleans, the prospects were 
brightening. ‘The congregations were serious and solemn; but lit- 
tle servile labor done in the streets on the Sabbath; a gradual in- 
érease in the echools, and much affection manifested from the par 
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ents and pupils. It grieved me much to leave this people; yet 
there was no alternative. As a token of their love and esteem, 
they sent me 419 dollars, besides other donations. 1 hope, and 
think there is reason to believe, that my removal out of the city, 
will contribute to the furtherance of the gospel, both in New-Or- 
leans and its vicinity. 


As ever, yours, &c, 
JAMES A. RANALDSON, 


-> 


From the same to the Agent of the Board. 


St. Francisville, La. Dec. 30, 1817. 
MY DEAR BROTHER, 
Your favor of the 6th ultimo, was received a few days since.— 
The “ Latter Day Luminary” will, I trust, shed light upon this re- 


gion, too long accustomed to the ignorance and darkness of heath. 


enism: I have to lament, however, that among the people so few 
are in the habit of reading. 

Your letter of the 24th June IJ recvived at Natchez, and wrote te 
you from that place to Nashville the lst of September. Since that 
time Natchez has received an awful visitation. About three bun- 
dred of its citizens were in a short time numbered with the dead, 
being cut off by the malignant fever! A great number died with 
the yellow fever in N. Orleans, and other places, but it is supposed 
to have been*more fatal in Natchez thanin any other place. The 
goodness of God has been very manifest to myself and family. We 
have enjoyed good health through the sickly season, with the ex. 
ception of our dear little son. I might speak of the tender mercies 
of our Redeemer, who has promised to be with his servants “ al- 
Ways, even unto the end of the world,” for He not only led us safely 
through a waste howling wilderness, and delivered us from sore 
afflictions; but has opened a door for us ta enter in, and serve him 
among the heathen of our own dear country. Ah! my dear brother, 
I knew but little of the real condition of thousands of our country- 
men! I now,see more clearly the necessity and the importauce 
of missionary exertions, both at home and abroad. Whilst the na- 
tives of the land are astonished at the doctrines of the Cross, I 
cannot but be astonished at their ignorance in these things. 

My engagements, at present, will net permit me to write a long 
letter. I wish this to go to the office immediately, thai it may 
reach youin time. I expect to write to Dr. Siaughkton, in a few 
days, and give him some information of impcrtance. 


Yeurs in the bonds of love, 
_ J. A. RANALDSON. 
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482 Propagation of the Gospel in Ireland. 


PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL IN IRELAND. 


From the “ Third Report of the Baptist Society (in England) 
for promoting the gospel in Ireland, by establishing schools for 
teaching the native Irish, for itinerant preaching,” &c. &c. we re- 
gret, that our limitsin the present publication, forbid our making 
more copious extracts. In a future number we hope to be able to 
offer to our readers still more abundant gratification. [ Luminary. 


One of the worthy men who itinerate as readers of the Irish 
testament, though far advanced in age, says, ‘ that during the last 
two years he has travelled 2000 miles on foot, and 200 miles on 
horseback.” Ina letter, dated April, 1817, he observes, ‘ that, ex- 
cepiing in two places, he met with no opposition; and that there is 
no place he has left, where he has not had the most pressing calls 
to go again.” Another reader says, “‘ Within the Jast year I have 
known seven men and two women, who were made acquainted 
with the gospel, and died in sure and certain hope of salvation, 
who, three years ago, had neither seen nor heard of it.’ Another 
says, ‘ The people not only desire me to send the sabbath readers 
to them, but even go themselves at night tothe heuse of O. H. cau- 
sing him to rise from his bed to read the Irish testament to them.’ 

Under the head ef Irish day schools, the Committee mention the 
following interesting fact. ‘It will scarcely be credited, that a 
beggar woman, pretending te witchcraft, has lately much disturbed 
their schools, by declaring that she had received a revelation irom 
the Virgin Mary, informing that the Bzptist Irish Society had a 
wicked design to entrap all their children, and send them off by a 
ship into a foreign land! When the people were asked if they be- 
lieved this woman, they replied, that for the most part they were in- 
clined to believe her, as it was unreasonable that any people would 
go to such cost, without some such intention. ‘This gave me,’ 
says the inspector, ‘ the greatest advantage io read and speak to 
them, showing them from the scriptures, that we are arrived at that 
time when the gospel must be published to all nations in their own 
Ranguage. Such is the alarm that prevails, that the inspector has 
mot been able, since this report has gotten info circulation, to visit 
the schools on the shores of the Atlantic ocean, as the children 
would ail run away on his approach, supposing him to be the cap- 
tain of the ship. Notwithstanding this opposition, in the province 
of Connaught, there are in daily attendance in the Irish schools, 
nearly 2000 children.” One of the inspectors in a letter to the 
Committee, remarks, that ‘it is impossible to calculate the good, 
which is likely to result from teaching the children of the poor in 
this country. fo read the word of life. Ireland has been a land of 
beods for many centuries; but I am convinced the beads must soos 
give way to the Bible.’ 
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‘ The Committee have reason to think, that the Opposition made 
by some of the Roman catholic priests will be encouraged and 
stimulated by their highest ecclesiastical authorities. So far, how- 
ever, from feeling dismayed by these portentous circumstances, 
they recommend the Society to persevere fearlessly, and as far as 
possible, inoffensively to the catholic priesthood of Ireland, in ena- 
bling the people to read, and to understand the scriptures.’ 


————e Gee ~- 


AMERICAN INDIANS. 


THE views of the Board in relation to the native tribes of the 
west, as well as in relation to other calls for exertion, in which it 
has been deemed their duty to engage, may be collected from the 


following 
GENERAL CIRCULAR. 


To the Baptist Associations throughout the U nion, the numerors 
Missionary Societies, who with them are uniting their exertions 
to promote the interests of evangeiical piety and virtue, and to 
ali who commiserate the calamities of man, and long and labor 


for the arrival of the day when the knowledge of the Lord shall 


cover the earth as the waters cover the sea ;— 
THE BAPTIST BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS FOR THE U. STATES, 
Present affectionate gratulations : 


Ever since their origination, the Board has kept in view the 
best aims of the Convention whom they represent, particularly 
the impertant duty of eudeavoring to diffuse religious knowledge, not 
mezely on the wretched and benighted plains of Burmah, &e. but 
also along the western frontiers of our country, and through the 
depths of the wilderness, from the Mississppi to the Pacific ocean. 
They have ever considered the service of sending the everlasting 
gospel to the aborigines of the west, as. devolving with peculiar 
reasonableness and force on American christians. ‘These occupy 
a large portion of lands once the possession of the natives, and ean 
point them to no surer and brighter a recompence than the “ inher- 
itance incorruptible and undefiled” beyond the grave. ' 

In an age like the present, when, for the circulation of the 
gospel, christians of every name are coming forth with all the beau- 
ties of the morning, and all the promise of the spring, it can cre- 
ate no surprise that several societies have taken the condition of 
the Indians into serious and active consideration. The field is 
wide and encouraging. ‘The number of those who sow in hepe, 
and who shall reap with joy, can scarcely be excessive. ‘The ef- 
forts of the Baptist’ Mission Society in Kentucky, communicated 
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to them through the medium of the Rev. Mr. Trott and the Rey, 
Mr. Noel, deserve affectionate commendation. The Board wishes 
them ample success. ‘The magnitude, however, of the object em- 
braced, calls for general rather than locat resources. Such resour- 
ces are thrown into the possession of the Board, who will find its 
happiness in their faithful appropriation to the purposes for which 
the generous contributors have desigsed them. In every effort 
for the spread of civilization and piety, and particularly through 
western regions, the Board earnestly solicits, and will gratefully 
welcome, the counsel and co-operation of their western bretbren. 

The Board are alive, with all the ardors of the most sincere 
thankfulness, to the christian zeal, in favour of the untaught In- 
dians, discovered by Col. R. M, Johnson, and beg his acceptance 
of their fraternal acknowledgments. ‘They have perused the elo- 
quent and informing letters addressed to him by Thomas L. M’- 
Kenny, esq. with no common interest. They pray that the God 
of missions may abundantly remunerate these excellent men, and 
grant them, in the diffusion of the principles of truth and holiness, 
all that an enlightened and benevolent heart can desire. They 
are persuaded that ten thousand more, and particularly the Indian 
agents through our country, are waiting only for an opportunity of 
accelerating the common design. 

The circumstances which gave birth to the General Convention 
of the Baptist denomination of the United States, and of conse- 
quence to their officiating Board, will not be forgotten. ‘Two ex- 
cellent men, brother Judson and brother Rice, were in the provi- 
dence of God, thrown on their patronage and support. They were 
welcomed as brethren beloved. Brother Rice has, by the decided 
approbation of the Board, been continued to advance the interest 
of missions in the United States. Brother Judson and family are 
in Eastern India. The wretched, dismal, desolate condition of 
the Burmans, has been pressed on the zeal and piety of the disci- 
ples of the Redeemer in the United States. The voice of hea- 
ven has not been heard in vain. Funds for the support of the amia- 
ble missionary have been liberally contributed and transmitted. He 
has asked for associates. Brother Hough and family have been 
sent to Rangoon.—Brethren Wheelock and Colman are waiting 
in Beston for a vessel, [they have since sailed] having been ap- 
proved as missionaries, that they may, unite in their labours. ‘This 
field is highly important. The God of mercies:is, in fact, saying 
to America, “ I have set before you an open door, and no man 
can shut it.” It is a voice distinct and forcible as that of the maa 
of Macedonia to the apostle of the Gentiles. Communications 
from Rangoon are of the most encouraging nature. Mr. Judson 
in possession of the language, has his whole heart in the work, and 


_ bas already issued a tract in Burman, exhibiting, with lucidity and 
faithfulness, the way to the paradise of God. ‘I'he Board feel 


themselvesibeund by all the ties ef duty, honour, and affection, to 
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give to the sphere of missionary exertion, and to the brethren who 
occupy or may enter it, their cheerful and firm support.—God 
grant, that in those miserable regions the * heavens, may ‘ drop 
down righteousness, and the earth bring forth salvation.’ 

But it was never contemplated by the Convention and 
Board, that their endeavors should be circumscribed by casters 
lines. ‘he west has lain with weight on their minds. Nor have 
they been backward at expressing their feelings. They need ap- 
peal only to the several ‘ Reports’ of the Board, and to the ‘ Pro- 
ceedings of the Convention,’ for confirmation. Five missionaries 
are already under their patronage in the western and south-western 
sections of the country;.all of whom have ultimate reference to 
the savage tribes. Ranges of destitute frontier are kept in view, 
but they are regarded as inlets to Indian wigwams and Indian 
talks. ‘The missionaries are instructed, not merely to make inqui- 
ries respecting the aborigines, but to plunge into the depths of 
their superstitions, and to direct their views to the “ Great Fa- 
THER, who receives with expanded arms the penitent prodigal. 

The Board are solemnly impressed with the high advantage 
that must result from imparting education, particularly in the Eng- 
lish (or French) language, to the children of the natives. ‘They 
purpose making application to Congress, should it be found advisa- 
ble, for a site or sites, where seminaries may be established with 
the hope of success, and where the arts of civilized life—agricul- 
ture, domestic economy, &c. in conjunction with the doctrines and 
duties of the gospel, may be inculcated. The states of Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Indiana and Ohio, together with the territories of Mis- 
souri, Iilinois, Alabama and Michigan, exhibit plains for spiritual 
culture, that the eye of pious sympathy can never survey without 
the tear of pity, and a heart prepared for exertion. Efforts for the 
salvation of the Indians have hitherto been of a character too soli- 
tary. Elliot, Brainerd, Edwards, and others, labored too much 
alone. It is no more the design of Heaven in christian missions, 
than in the toils of the rustic, that forests should be prostrated by 
the strokes of an individual. 

The Board would beg leave respectfully to solicit the opinion of 
their excellencies the governors of the several states and territo- 
ries above meatiosed, and of the respective Indian agents, as to 
the most eligible means of attaining the great ohject. They wish 
information in reference to the number, location, and temper of the 
tribes; whether any of their youths could probably be obtained for 
the purpose of receiving christian education; whether, if found 
practicable, it would be more eligible that they should be educated 
at a mission establishment in the neighborhood of the Indians, or 
in the midst of white population, industry, economy, and refine- 
ment. Should situations among oF near themselves be thought 
preferable, the Board would feel a sense of extreme obligation in 
Raving such spots designated as might appear most promising. 





































186 Elder Beckworth’s Missionary Tour. 


A publication denominated Tue American Barrist Macazine, 
has for a considerable time been published in Boston. It has eir- 
culated widely through the New England States, and extensively 
along the seaboard of the country. It is conducted by men of su- 
perior talent, possessing ardent zeal for the cause of God and mis- 
sions. The names of Baldwin, Sharp, and Winchell, are a praise 
in the churches. The consideration alone, that the terms of 
that valuable work forbid its effusion through the west, and south- 
west, without incurring a positive expense to the Board, has indu- 
ced the latter to propose another work, which they wish to be con- 
sidered a sister, but by no means a rival, of the former, to be deno- 
minated ‘ 'Che Latter Day Luminary.’ It will be published quar- 
terly. ‘The terms may be collected from the ciréulars. Its profits 
will be sacred to the interests of the mission. 

Perhaps in relation to eastern and western missionary attempts, 
the prophecy of Zechariah is actually sccomplishing. ‘It shall 
be ia that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem, half 
of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder 
sea; in summer and ia winter shall it be: and the Lord shall be 
king over all the earth. In that day there shail be one Lord, and 
his name One.’ 

The Board is grateful for the liberal assistance that from every 
part of the union is pouring into its treasury. A faithful statement 
of every item of expenditure will be annually exhibiied. The 
work is great, but unity, beneficence, ardor, and a steadfast perse- 
verance, with the blessing of the Lord, will accomplish wonders.— 
Let the ministers of heaven ‘ speak to the people that they go for- 
ward,’ and let all unite in the prayer of the prophetic David, ‘Arise, 
O God, judge the earth, for thou shalt inherit all nations.’ 

By order of the Board, 
Wa. STAUGHTON, Cor. See. 


Octoser, 1817. 


MISSIONARY TOURS. 


ELDER BECKWORTH'S MISSIONARY TOUR. 


January 8, 1818—Elder Rosweiu Becxwo«rn, of Cazenovia, 
sommenced a missionary tour; and on ibe 10th he came to Mentz, 
in the county of Cayuga. A glorious work is carrying on in this 
place—7A have been added to the church by baptism in six weeks. 
—In Gates he enjoyed a pleasant season— The Lord is at work in 
this place.—On the 25th, he preached at the school house, near 
brother Rhoes. He observes, “ I believe the Spirit of the Lord 
was indeed present, to comfort his saints, and to wound sinners; 
the whole assembly tarried an hour after dismissed, and then 
seemed reluctant to leave the place.. The time was improved in 
exhortation.’ On the next day he visited a school, and about 
twenty families, and foupd @ number of inquiring souls. 
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On the 3lst, at Gaines, visited a school, in which were some 
apparent impressions; the little boys having set up a prayer meet- 
ing among themselves. 

On the 2d of February, he visited a settlement, where a sermon 
had never been preached; an agreeable attention to the preaching. 

On the 10th, at Cambria, visited and preached. A church has 
been formed here in happy union.—At Hartland, an apparent revi- 
val among christians. He enjoyed a comfortable season in this 
place; saints were comforted, and sinners alarmed. —Retorning to 
Gaines, and visiting maoy families, he found a number inquiring, 
what they should do to be saved? Preaching in the evening, it 
appeared that the Saviour was present.—Hart‘s settlement was en- 
joying a precious season; convictions increasing, and the saints 
rejoicing. On the Lord‘s-day he preached three times—five of the 
psalms, &c. used on this day were selected by the wounded, and 
were very appropriate. 

He concludes his relation with observing, that “ he had been 
absent eight weeks and two days; enjoyed good health, and the 
sensible presence of God. Never did I spend two months of my 
life mere agreeably. I preached forty-five times, and improved all 
the spare time in visiting families, which was as agreeable as any 


part of my work.” 
=== 


ELDER JOHNSON‘S MISSIONARY TOUR. 


BrotTHer Sotomon Jonnson, of Lorrain, having received az 
appointment from the Hamilton Baptist Missiovary Society, leit 
home on the 16th of January last, and proceeded to the county of 
St. Lawrence, preaching as frequently as possible. In the town 
of De Katb, with brother Hascall, who was performing a mission 
from the same Society, and brother Boynton, from the Massachu- 
setts Missionary Society, assisted delegates from the churches in 
that vicinity in organizing a church, consisting of thirteen members. 

On the 2ist and 22d, he attended at the St. Lawrence Associa- 
tion, and assisted in the ordination of brethren Palmer and Brown. 
Spent eight weeks in the service of the Society, preaching in the 
different parts of the country. 

He concludes his letter to the Board, with the following state- 
ment of the situation of the churches and people in that part of the 
etate—* Ten churches, upwards of one hundred and fifty miles 
extent of country, twenty towns, several considerable villages, and 


Qut two Baptist ministers.” 
———D ee 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


We have received information, that a glorious revival has te- 
ken place in Mentz, in the county of Cayuga, N. Y. It began in 
Noveniber last: since which upwards of one hundred and thirty 
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188 ' Revival in Edmeston. 


have been baptized, and the work still continues. We hope to re- 
ceive a more partieular account of this blessed work. 

In the town of Perry, county of Cattaraugus, a good work of 
grace has been effected. A Baptist church has been formed, con- 
sisting of twenty members—A number more expect soon to be 
baptized. In Hanover, a town adjoining, the work of the Lord 
has begun. 

In Lisle, we hear that a goodly number have been brought to 
the knowledge of the truth. Brother Derthick has lately been or- 
dained in the Second Church in Lisle. 

In Fabius, there are favorable appearances of a revival. 

In Cazenovia, several have lately manifested a deliverance in 
their minds. Others are under serious impressions. 

In the towns of Springfield and Coneat, in the county of Erie, 
Pa. a goodly number have manifested an evidence of a new birth. 
Likewise, a number in Harpersfield, in Ashtabula, Ohio. 


| 
REVIVAL IN EDMESTON. 


“To the Editors of the Western New-York Baptist Maaarine! 


Dear BRETHREN, 

Tne following aecount of the Church, formerly ealled the 
Third, in Burlington, now the First, in Edmeston, is respectfully 
submitted to your disposal. What 1 have written is a statement of 
facts, which I have witnessed. I began to preach to the people of 
this place in my youth, and have continued through middle age, 
even until the white blossoms of the grave are scattered upon my 
head ;—their joys have been mine, and their sufferings my suffer- 
angs. 

In the spring of 1793, when this country was almost a wilder- 
mess, a smal] number of us, began to meet, on the Lord‘s day, in 
imitation of the primitive christians. December following, the 
date Rev. William Furman made us a visit, baptized two persons, 
and advised us to hold religious conferences; that we might oulti- 
vate christian love, improve in social worship, and finally come into 
the order ofa church. Accordingly in March 1794, being dn con- 
ference, we gave a relation of the work of God‘s grace on our hearts, 
received mutual satisfaction, and solemnly covenanted to walk to 
gether, conformable to the gospel of Jesus. 

A council, which was called on the 11th of the succeeding May, 
having examined our covenant and articles, unanimously gave us 
fel'owship as a church in gospel order. Our number was eleven. 
This tender vine was exposed in the midst of a desert. The foxes 
and the wild beast sought to devour it; the boar out of the wood 
sought to lay it waste; still it was not destroyed. The trees, 
which shaded it, have been felled; it has been warmed by the 
eulivening rays of the sun; it kas been wet with the dews, and 


“ 
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the gentle rains from heaven; it has budded, blossomed, and in 
due time borne fruit. Our first meetings were held in our dwelling 
houses, whieh were built of logs; but the humble cottage was 
made to us none other than the house of God, and the gate of 
heaven. ‘Ihe solitary place, was now and then made glad with 
the singing of a young convert; and the streamlets in the woods, 
were the graves of. those, who manifested that they were dead to 
sin, aod alive unto righteousness. God way pleased, to visit us 
at sundry times, and gradually increase our number, by adding 
such, as we hope, will be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

We also had our trials, were often chastised, yet never forsaken. 
When all is dark and gloomy, the Sun of righteousness, suddenly 
rises with healing in his beams, and kindles light and life in the 
souls of sinners. The autumn of 1810, was a time never to be. 
forgotten; the beginning of jeys to some precious souls; seventeen 
were added by baptism. After this, God saw fit to try our faith 
and patience, there being no considerable awakening among us 
until last September. 

Having returned from a journey westward, I observed that my 
audience was attentive; every eye intent on the speaker. Some 


were soon heard enquiring, what they must do to be saved? The 


waters of Bethesda were troubled. Many impotent persons lay 
near; yet no one appeared to help them down into the pool. But 
at length the Physician of Nazareth, who is found of them that seek 
him not, came and spake the healing word—then we saw an in- 
stance of the fulfilling of this prophecy: ‘ The eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.’— 
‘Then shall the lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb sing.’ The work was thorough; salvation came to almost 
every house. ‘The public meetings were punctually attended; ev- 
ery private visit was in fact a religious conference; careless chris- 
tians were roused to their duty; and the faithful rejoiced, at an 
event for which they had patiently waited. ‘The Lord‘s-day ceas- 
ed to be a weariness, and became a delight, The profane swearer 
had a glimpse of the Divine Majesty, and from that moment, began 
to use the dread name of Jzuovan with trembling and reverence. 
The tavern, and the ball’room were deserted, and the house of the 
Lord was filled with devout worshippers. Although the society is 
small, not less than fifty persons, most of whom are in the morning 
of life, were buried with Christ by baptism and added to the church. 
Qur present number is one hundred and fifty-five. 

We have abundant reason to be thankful that the reformation 
was not confined to us alone, and that it is extended to the adja- 
cent societies and towns; and we rejoice with confidence, that God 
will continue to carry on his work, till he shall have fully accom- 
plished what he has promised concerning Zion. 

STEPHEN TAYLOR. 
Rdmeston, 7th August, 1817. 




































































190 Revival in Townshend.... Madison Society. 


Extract of a Letter to oue of the Editors of the American Bar- 
vist Magazine, dated Townshend, (Vt.) Dec. 12, 1817. 


Christians have at length become animated with the breath of 
prayer. Péarfulness hath surprised the hypocrife, and sinners are 
inguiring what they shall do to be saved. Four little children, 
being deeply impressed with the importance of religion, made a 
practice of going (between school hours) into a retired grove, 
where they spent their time in reading and prayer. The Lord 
heard their infant ¢ries, and liberated their souis from the Captivity 
of Satan, and translated them, as we have reason to believe, into 
the kingdom of his dear Son. The four have all been buried with 
Christ in baptism. Some others, who denied the very existence 
of a Deity, are now dwelling upon the delightful theme of ‘ Christ 
and his Cross!’ Many very respectable characters have been 
converted, and are now using their influence to promote the Re- 
deemer‘s cause. About thirty have been baptized ; others we hope 
will soon offer themselves, as candidates for this sacred ordinance. 

The labours of the Rev. Joseph Elliot have been blessed in 
promoting this good work, which is going .on, and spreading inte 
the neighboring towns. 

Townshend, which a few months ago was enveloped in dark- 
ness, is now illuminated by the Sun of righteousness. The an- 
gels in heaven are rejoiciug over repenting sinners. Not only ina 
heaven, but on earth also there is joy.—In Townshend, the hap- 
py convert is singing, 

‘Come and taste along with me, 
Consolation running free.’ 

I feel myself, dear sir, incompetent to the arduous work of 
preaching the gospel. Never did I have a greater sense of my 
insufficiency for the work, than of late. O, that God may keep 
me, and make me usefal in his cause! Permit me earnestly to re- 
quest au inferest in your prayers, 

J am, dear Sir, with much esteem, yours, &. 

BENJAMIN LANE. 


THE MADISON SOCIETY, AUXILIARY TO THE 
BAPTIST BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


State of the Funds, February 19, 1818. 


Contribution at the Madison Association, held at North 


_ Norwich, September 11, 1817, - - $ 48 95 
First Church and Society in Eaton, : 10 62 
Second Church and Society io Eaton, - 15 23 
Church and Society io Smithville, - at se 8 6: 
Church and Society in Sherburne, - - 7 80 
Church and Society in Hamilton, - - 9 29 
Donation by Betsey Buel, - 0 50 
Contribution at the meeting of the Society in Delphi, : 
February 18, 1818, 30 34 
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— over, $131 34 


A Friend of Missions, 25 00 
sir Mory, $2 00—Mr. Lightwood, 0 50, - 2 50 
A Friend of Missions, ay 1 00 
A female Friend of Missions, - - 3 On 
Simeon Draper, 0 50—Mrs. Draper, 2 0, - 2 50 
Mrs. Rebecca Stower, - © 1 00 
Annual Subscriptions, : - - 46 25 
Interest on Notes, - ~ 2 16 


Sale of one handkerchief, 1 00—Do. of three rings,2 12, 3 12 
Money contributed to our Delegate to the Convention, ) 





over his expenses, : - 12 00 

Masonie Society in Delphi, for the translation of the 
Sciptures, - - 10 00 
Total Receipts, $239 87 





Balance in the Treasury, last year, (including 100 dolls. 





in cotton cloth.) >) 361 87 
Remitted to the 'l'reasurer of the Baptist Board of F or- 

eign Missions, - : - 175 0@ 

| $186 87 

Total Receipts, 239 87 


Remaining ia the Treasury, 3426 74 
7—_—oO 


ORDINATIONS. 

Apri 9th, 1818, Brother NA'THANIEL COLE was set 
apart to the work of the gospel ministry, by solemn ordination, in 
the Baptist church in Smithfield, couaty of Madison, N. Y.—T he 
performances were attended to in the following order:— 

Elder Obed Warren preached from Eeclesiastes xii. 9, 19. 
Elder Joseph Coley offered the consecrating prayer, and laid or 
hands with Elders Nathan Peek, Peleg Randall and Dyer D, 
Ransom. Elder John Peck gave the charge. Elder Nathani-! 
L. Moore gave the hand of fellowsbip; aod Elder Dyer 1D. Ran- 
som offered the concluding prayer. The whole conducted under 
tbe smiles of Divine Providence. 

At the same time brother Baker Jones, was ordained a deacon 
in the same church. 

At the sifting of the St. Lawrenee Association, in the town of 
Russel, county of St. Lawrence, brethren JESSE BROWN ant 
RICHARD PALMER, were ordained to the work of the gospet 
Ministry.—Elder Daniel Hascall preached. Elder Solomon John: 
‘on Offered up the consecrating prayer. Elder Boyaton, (from Vt.) 
ave the charge. Elder Jonathan Payne gave the right hand of 


Ni and brother Jonatben Wade ofered.up tke soncludias 
rayer 













































Poetry. 
POETRY. 












THE PARTING SCENE: 
Lines written on the, sailing of Messrs. Wheelock and 
Colman for India, from Boston, Nov. 16, 1817, 


See that ship, her sails now bending, 


Destin’d far to Indian seas; 
See her canvass, wide extending, 


Catch the ling‘ringwish‘d for breeze; 


Richly freighted 
With Ambassadors of peace. 


See the solemn crowd assembling. 
Anxious each the scene to view; 
Some are weeping, others trembling. 
W hile a mother* presses threugh, 
And with anguish 

Bids her only son adieu. 


See a father‘st heart dissolving, 
While he gazes on bis son; 
Ev'ry tender thought revolving, 
‘l'wrns away and weeps alone; 
Softly saying, 
“‘ Father, let thy will be done.” 
See a sceve no less distressing, 
When a mother‘st anguish‘d heart, 
Fondly to her bosom pressing, 
Cries, “ my son! and must we part ° 
O my Saviour! 
Ever keep him near thy heart.” 


Solemn prayer devoutly flow‘; 
Clouds of incense like, ascending 
Up before the throne of God, 
For our brethren, 
While they’re sailing o’er the flood, 


Go, ye heralds of salvation, 

Go, proclaim “ redeeming blood;” 

Publish to that barb‘ rous nation, 

Peace and pardon from our God: 
Tell the Heathens 

None butCurisr can do them good, 


W hile the gospel trump you’ re sour 

ding, | 

May the Spirit seal the word; 

And theo’ sov‘reign grace abounding, 

Burmans bow, and own the Lord; 
Gaudame leaving, 

God alone shall be ador’d. 


Distant tho’ our souls are bending, 
Still our hearts are warm and true, 
(n our prayers to heav‘n ascending, 
Brethren, we'll remember you: 
Heav‘n preserve you, 
Safely all your journey through. 


See that youth] with arms entwining |W hen your mission here is finish’, 


Hanging on her brother‘s breast; 
"ears, and grief, and love combining, 
Still she cries, tho’ much distress’d, 
“Go, my brother! 
Go! and make the Burmans blest.” 


Sisterst+ too, with fond embraces, 
Stand o’erwhelm’d upon the shore; 
Gazing on each other’s faces, 
Weeping, part to meet no more! 
Griev’d and pensive, 
God’s mysterious ways adore. 


While the crowd were silent stand: 


And your work on earth is done; 

May your souls, by graee replet 

ish'd, 

Find acceptance through the Sox, 
Thence admitted, 

Dwell forever near bis throve. 


Loud bosannas now resounding, 
Make the heav‘nly arches ring; 


Grace to sinful men abounding, 
Ransom‘d millions sweetly sing, 


While with rapture, 
All adore their heav‘nly King 





ing, 
* Mrs. Colman. 
}) Miss Wheelock. 


I The name ef the Burman idol. 





+ Mr. Wheelock. 
t+ Sisters of the Missionaries’ wives. 


B. 
+ Mrs. Wheelock. 


[ Amer. Baptist Mes 





